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2 FM 150 West Alignment Study

V4 From Arroyo Ranch Road to IH 35

Commissioner Jones, Precinct 2 and Commissioner Whisenant, Precinct 4
Invite You to Attend an Open House

Project Details
Hays County and The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT), in partnership with the Federal

Highway Administration, are considering a realignment of a 5 mile section of existing FM 150 from
Arroyo Ranch Road to I-35. The purpose of this proposed project is to enhance safety and mobility.

Open House

The project team has narrowed down the study area
to more specific corridors and route alternatives for
the proposed project, based on the data collected
and comments received to date. The purpose of this Date: Tuesday, September 23, 2014
open house is to share and collect feedback on
these alternatives. The meeting will be an open

Meeting Details

Time: 6to 8 p.m.

house formajc with no formal presentation. . Location: Wallace Middle School
Attendees will be able to view route alternatives,
visit with project team members, ask questions, and 1302 West Center Street
share comments on the project.

prol Kyle, TX 78640

Submitting Comments
All comments must be received or postmarked by
Friday, October 3, 2014 for inclusion in the Open House Record using one of the following methods:
e Complete a written comment card or make a verbal comment to a court reporter at the
meeting
e Submit your written comments by October 3, 2014
o Mail: P.O.Box 5459, Austin, TX 78763
o Fax: 512-533-9101
o Email: info@improvefm150.com

Special Accommodations
The meeting will be conducted in English and a Spanish translator will be available. Those who have

special translation or accommodation needs are encouraged to contact Arin Gray (512-533-9100
Ext. 12, agray@cdandp.com) by September 16, 2014. Every reasonable effort will be made to

accommodate these needs.

For Project Information

Arin Gray - Public Information Consultant
512-533-9100 Ext. 12
info@improvefm150.com

If you are interested in receiving email updates on the project, please send an email to
info@improvefm150.com with “Email Updates” in the subject line.

www.improvefm150.com
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FM 150 West
Alignment Study

Visit the project website to learn more about
this study, to be added to the email list, and to
take the open house survey.

www.improvefm150.com

Contact the Project Team
(512) 533-9100 Ext. 12
info@improvefm150.com
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FM 150 West Alignment Study

Name:

Address:

City: Zip:
Email: Phone:

Please share your input on the FM 150 West Alignment Study:




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Since the first public comment period closed in April 2014, the FM 150 West Alignment Team has been compiling and
analyzing all comments received. The team has also collected and reviewed available data on current and future
conditions and projections of future growth and development. With this information as the background, the study team
has developed 4 alternative corridors, each with alignment options, to address the growing challenges facing FM 150
through the City of Kyle.

Please review each corridor and the corresponding alignment options and share you input with the County and project
team.

This survey will be open through October 3, 2014. For more project information, please visit: www.improvefm150.com

Thank you for your time and input on the FM 150 Alignment Study.




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Corridor A - Kohler's Crossing

Construct a new four-lane roadway connecting the existing FM 150 just north of Arroyo Ranch to 1-35 north of Kyle.

Pros: Short alignment resulting in reduced ROW acquisition required; Encourages future connectivity north of Kyle; Short
alignment resulting in reduce ROW acquisition costs

Cons: Crosses floodplain; Tight alignment where roadway passes between Barton Jr High and Hays High School;
Depending on intersection design, a 4-lane highway may create large infrastructure, creating a barrier between possible
future development north of Kyle and the existing downtown; Requires re-alignment of intersection at 2770 and Kohlers
Crossing; Does nothing to reduce the amount of traffic passing through downtown Kyle (as compared to local traffic

Option 1:

Pass between Hays High School and Barton Jr High School and connecting to Kohlers Crossing.

Pros: Existing Kohlers Crossing has desired capacity and roadway features; Already and existing 4-lane floodplain
crossing at Kohlers Crossing; No new UPRR crossing required

Cons: Existing UPRR crossing is at grade; Requires new grade separated intersection at 1-35, or improvement of existing
Kyle Crossing to connect to existing bridge over |-35

Option 2:

Passing between Hays High School and Barton Jr High School, utilize a portion of existing FM 2770 and construct a new
four-lane roadway parallel to Kohlers Crossing.

Pros: Connects to existing grade separated interchange on 1-35

Cons: Requires new UPRR crossing; Sharp turn after passing between schools will result in lower design speeds;
Disrupts future development land north of Kohlers Crossing; Requires new floodplain crossing

1. Are there any additional advantages to this corridor?

a

2. Are there any additional disadvantages to this corridor?

A




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

3. Do you feel this alternative is a suitable solution for FM 150?

O Strongly Disagree




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Corridor B - Existing FM 150

The existing FM 150 travels through the City of Kyle along Rebel Drive and Center Street.

Option 1 No Build:
Maintain the existing alignment of FM 150 through Kyle.

Advantages: lowest possible cost; no ROW impacts.

Disadvantages: Increasing congestion through downtown Kyle results in adverse impacts for residents and businesses
(poor air quality, travel time increased, reduced safety for pedestrians and bicyclist); does nothing to reduce the amount
of traffic passing through downtown Kyle as compared to local traffic.

Option 2 — Improve Existing FM 150
Expand the existing alignment to provide a greater throughput capacity.

Advantages: only 1 FEMA floodplain crossing (at Autumn Sage Pkwy).

Disadvantages: Significantly disrupts existing downtown Kyle (removes on-street parking, will result in minimum sidewalk
sizing with no setback for storefronts); existing at-grade UPRR crossing will have to be improved and may impact existing
downtown intersections; sharp turns at intersection of W Center St. and Rebel Dr results in reduced design speeds;
crosses between multiple existing subdivisions, requiring many requiring many intersections potentially resulting in
reduced design speeds; no improvement to pedestrian and bicyclist safety, no potential to add bike lanes downtown;
does nothing to reduce the amount of traffic passing through downtown Kyle (as compared to local traffic)




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

4. Are there any additional advantages to this corridor?

A

v

5. Are there any additional disadvantages to this corridor?

A

v

6. Do you feel this alternative is a suitable solution for FM 150?




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Corridor C - Western Alignment Not Crossing Blanco River

Construct a new four lane roadway connecting the existing FM 150 west of Arroyo Ranch to 1-35 at Yarrington road south
of Kyle, closely following the Hays County Transportation Plan and staying north of the Blanco River.

Option 1 — cross Old Stagecoach Raod and construct an entirely new alignment.

Option 2 — Utilize a portion of the existing Old Stagecoach Road.

Advantages: existing 4 lane grade separated UPRR crossing at Yarrington Rd.; connects to future FM 110; Supports
desired growth and development, promotes development west of Kyle, acts as a start to a loop around Kyle; allows
through traffic to travel around downtown Kyle, improving conditions and reducing congestion for local travelers
Disadvantages: requires 3 floodplain crossings; extensive ROW acquisition (long alignment with no existing ROW);

potential impact to existing residences and neighborhoods; hilly terrain, requires extensive excavation; close proximity to
historic ranches.




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

7. Are there any additional advantages to this corridor?

A




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

8. Are there any additional disadvantages to this corridor?

A

v

9. Do you feel this alternative is a suitable solution for FM 150?




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Corridor D — Western Alignment Crossing the Blanco River

Construct a new four lane roadway from the existing FM 150 west of Arroyo Ranch, crossing the Blanco River, and
connecting to 1-35 at Yarrington Road south of Kyle.

Option 1 — a Northern alignment
Option 2 Southern alignment

Advantages: Exiting 4 lane grade separated UPRR crossing at Yarrington Road; connects to future FM 110; Supports
desired growth and development, promotes development west of Kyle, acts as a start to a loop around Kyle; allows
through traffic to travel around downtown Kyle, improving conditions and reducing congestion for local travelers; reduced
impact on existing neighborhoods and residences (compared to Corridor C).

Disadvantages: Includes two Blanco River crossings requiring large expensive bridges; requires multiple floodplain
crossings; extensive ROW acquisition (long alignment with no existing ROW); potential impact to existing residences
and neighborhoods; hilly terrain, requires extensive excavation; close proximity to historic ranches.




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

10. Are there any additional advantages to this corridor?

A




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

11. Are there any additional disadvantages to this corridor?

A

v

12. Do you feel this alternative is a suitable solution for FM 1507?




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

General Project Input

13. What corridor would be your preference for further evaluation?

1st Preference 2nd Preference 3rd Preference

Corridor A - Kohlers Crossing O O
Corridor B - Existing 150 O O

Corridor C - Western Alignment Not Crossing Blanco River O O

Corridor D - Western Alignment Crossing Blanco River O O

14. Are there any additional comments you would like to share (note - a response is not

required)?

O
O
O
O

4th Preference

O
O
O
O




FM 150 Alignment Alternatives

Demographic Information

All information is confidential and will not be shared.

15. If you share your email address, you will receive project information and updates.

Name: | |

Address: | |

City/Town: | |

State: I

ZIP:

Country:

|
|

Email Address: | |
|

Phone Number:

16. How did you hear about this survey or project?

Other (please specify)

For more project information, please visit: www.improvefm150.com

Thank you for your time and input on the FM 150 Alignment Study!
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WELCOME

« The first public comment period closed on April 24, 2014
* The study team compiled and analyzed all comments

* The study team also looked at data on current and future
conditions

 The study team developed four alternative corridors,
each with alignment options

We are here to share our findings and obtain your input.
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THE FM 150 REALIGNMENT STUDY

 |dentified in the Hays County Transportation Plan
(January 2013)

* Proposes a re-alignment of FM 150 to increase safety,
support growth and development and alleviate
congestion in Kyle

* Provide a potential connection to the future FM 110
* Improve pedestrian and bicycle safety

* Limited space to improve existing FM 150 in Kyle
— Provide separate routes for through and local traffic
— Propose four-lane divided roadway within 150 feet







STUDY PURPOSE & NEED

PURPOSE OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

 Relieve congestion: By relocating through-traffic away from downtown Kyle, through-
traffic and local traffic would no longer be required to share the current facility, which would
result in reduced congestion overall.

 Improve Safety: Relocating through-traffic outside of downtown Kyle reduces vehicle-
pedestrian and vehicle-train interactions. Improvements to FM 150 would lessen motorists’
crash risk by reducing congestion, improving mobility, and providing additional travel lanes.

 Alleviate Delays at Rail Road Crossing: Traffic through Kyle and beyond to the east or
west would no longer be required to stop at the Union Pacific rail crossing at Center Street
and could continue on FM 150 uninterrupted.




STUDY PURPOSE & NEED

NEED FOR THE PROPOSED PROJECT

Population Growth: Hays County has grown 139% from 1990 to 2010 and is expected to
grow another 156% by 2040. The city of Kyle is expected to grow more than 3x its current
population by 2040. Population growth is expected to contribute to increased traffic
congestion if roadway improvements are not made.

Increased Traffic: FM 150 experienced about 25,700 vehicles per day (vpd) in 2012.
TxDOT expects about 41,600 vpd by 2035. Increased traffic and congestion will reduce
traffic safety if improvements are not made to FM 150.

Safety: From 2012 to 2014 FM 150 had 70 collisions: 12 at I-35, 2 at FM 2770, 3 at FM
3237, and 53 along FM 150 between these intersections. Improvements to congestion and
mobility along FM 150 would be expected to increase safety.

Train Delays: The Union Pacific rail line crosses Center Street 15 times a day. This forces
traffic east and west to stop, causing traffic delays. Creating an overpass for FM 150
through-traffic to and from 1-35 would prevent rail delays for these motorists.




COMMON THEMES FROM PUBLIC WORKSHOP #1 COMMENTS

. Northern Alignment

- Alignment should connect to Kohler’s Crossing

. Property Value Impacts
- Property values along new alignment will diminish

. Travel Patterns & Demands
- Majority of traffic through Kyle goes north to Austin
— Traffic counts and models need to be updated

. Land Acquisition Requirements
- Not enough space for proposed right-of-way without taking homes

. Southern Alignment
- Alignment should cross the Blanco River and connect to Yarrington Rd
- Alignment should connect Old Stagecoach Rd and Yarrington Rd

. Safety
- Alignments near neighborhoods creates safety concerns for pedestrians
- Bicycle safety would be negatively impacted by new four-lane roadway

. Visual & Noise Affects

- Alignments would create unwanted noise pollution for surrounding homes
- Four-lane roadway would take away from scenic views in Kyle

. Environmental Impacts
- New roadway will diminish air quality

. Government Land Office (GLO) Property

- Alignments are intended to benefit GLO property, not to improve traffic issues

. Neighborhood Impacts

- Neighborhoods would be negatively impacted by the increased traffic

A summary of all public comments and responses can be found on the FM 150 Alignment Study website at improvefm150.com
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PROVIDE YOUR INPUT

Please review each of the following corridors and their
corresponding alignment options, as well as the no-
build option, and share your input with the County and
project team.

 Complete a survey at this workshop

« Complete a survey at home via this link:

www.surveymonkey.com/s/FM150align

The survey will close October 3, 2014




POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS

Widen and improve existing Kohler’s Crossing and tie into existing FM 150
between Arroyo RR and RM 3237

Widen and improve existing FM 150 (Center Street) through downtown Kyle

Develop a new-location alternative south of Kyle and east of the Blanco
River from the Yarrington Road-IH 35 intersection that would tie into
existing FM 150 between Arroyo RR and RM 3237

Develop a new-location alternative south of Kyle and west of the Blanco
River from the Yarrington Road-IH 35 intersection that would tie into
existing FM 150 between Arroyo Ranch Road and FM 3237

Develop a new-location alternative south of Kyle from the Yarrington Road-
IH 35 intersection that would cross the Blanco River and tie into existing FM
150 between Arroyo Ranch Road and RM 3237
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CORRIDOR A:

CONSTRUCT A NEW FOUR-LANE ROADWAY CONNECTING THE
EXISTING FM 150 JUST NORTH OF ARROYO RANCH TO I-35

NORTH OF KYLE.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

Short alignment resulting in reduced ROW
acquisition required

Crosses floodplain

Encourages future connectivity north of Kyle

Tight alignment where roadway passes between
Barton Jr High & Hays High School

Short alignment resulting in reduced ROW isition costs

ing on i ion design, a 4-lane highway
may create large infrastructure, creating a barrier
between possible future development north of Kyle
and the existing

Requires re-alignment of intersection at 2770 &
Kohlers Crossing

Does nothing to reduce the amount of traffic passing
through downtown Kyle (as compared to local traffic)

OPTION 1:

PASS BETWEEN HAYS HIGH SCHOOL AND BARTON JR HIGH
SCHOOL AND CONNECTING TO KOHLERS CROSSING.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES
Existing Kohlers Crossing has desired capacity and Existing UPRR crossing is at grade
roadway features e gis at g

Already an existing 4-lane floodplain crossing at
Kohlers Crossing

Requires new grade separate intersection at IH-35, or
improvement of existing Kyle Crossing to connect to
existing bridge over IH-35

No new UPRR crossing required

OPTION 2:

PASSING BETWEEN HAYS HIGH SCHOOL AND BARTON JR HIGH
SCHOOL, UTILIZE A PORTION OF EXISTING FM 2770 AND
CONSTRUCT A NEW FOUR-LANE ROADWAY PARALLEL TO

KOHLERS CROSSING.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

Connects to existing grade separated interchange on
IH-35

Requires new UPRR crossing

Sharp turn after passing between schools will result in
lower design speeds

Disrupts future development land north of Kohlers

Requires new floodplain crossing

F 2770

OPTION 2 \
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CORRIDOR B:
THE EXISTING FM 150 TRAVELS THROUGH THE CITY OF KYLE
ALONG REBEL DRIVE AND CENTER STREET.

OPTION 1 (NO BUILD):
MAINTAIN THE EXISTING ALIGNMENT OF FM 150 THROUGH
KYLE.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Increasing congestion through downtown Kyle
results in adverse impacts for residents and
business:

-Poor air quality
-Travel time increased

Lowest possible cost

-Reduced safety for and bicyclists

Does nothing to reduce the amount of traffic passing
through downtown Kyle (as compared to local
traffic)

No ROW impact

OPTION 2 (IMPROVE EXISTING FM 150):
EXPAND THE EXISTING ALIGNMENT TO PROVIDE GREATER
THROUGHPUT CAPACITY.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Significantly disrupts existing downtown Kyle:
-Removes on-street parking
-Will result in minimum sidewalk sizing with no
setback for storefronts

Only 1 FEMA floodplain crossing (at Autumn Sage
Pwy)

Existing at-grade UPRR crossing will have to be
improved and may impact existing downtown
intersections

Sharp turn at intersection of W Center St. & Rebel
Dr. results in reduced design speeds

Sharp turn at intersection of W Center St. & Rebel
Dr. results in reduced design speeds

Crosses between multiple existing subdivisions,
requiring many intersections potentially resulting in
reduced design speeds

No improvement to pedestrian and bicyclist safety,
no potential to add bike lanes downtown

Does nothing to reduce the amount of traffic passing
through downtown Kyle (as compared to local
traffic)
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CORRIDOR C:

CONSTRUCT A NEW FOUR LANE ROADWAY CONNECTING
THE EXISTING FM 150 WEST OF ARROYO RANCH TO I-35 AT
YARRINGTON ROAD SOUTH OF KYLE, CLOSELY FOLLOWING
THE HAYS COUNTY TRANSPORTATION PLAN AND STAYING
NORTH OF THE BLANCO RIVER.

ADVANTAGES DISADVANTAGES

Existing 4 lane grade separated UPRR crossing at
Yarrington RD

Requires 3 floodplain crossings

Requires extensive ROW acquisition

C ts to fut FM 110 - M et
onnects tofuture (long alignment with no existing ROW)

Supports desired growth and development. Potential impact to existing residences and
Promotes development west of Kyle, acts as a start neighborhoods
to a loop-road around Kyle

Allows through traffic to travel around downtown ] o ] ]
Kyle, improving conditions and reducing congestion Hilly terrain requires extensive excavation
for local travelers

Close proximity to historic ranches

OPTION 1:
CROSS OLD STAGECOACH ROAD AND CONSTRUCT AN
ENTIRELY NEW ALIGNMENT.

OPTION 2:
UTILIZE A PORTION OF THE EXISTING OLD STAGECOACH
ROAD.
A1y -
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IH 35
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CORRIDOR D

CORRIDOR D:
CONSTRUCT A NEW FOUR LANE ROADWAY FROM THE

EXISTING FM 150 WEST OF ARROYO RANCH CROSSING THE
BLANCO RIVER AND CONNECTING TO I-35 AT YARRINGTON
ROAD SOUTH OF KYLE.

ADVANTAGES

DISADVANTAGES

Existing 4 lane grade separated UPRR crossing at

Yarrington Rd

Includes two Blanco River Crossings requiring large
expensive bridges

Connects to future FM 110

Requires multiple floodplain crossings

Supports desired growth and development.
Promotes development west of Kyle, acts as a start

t0 a loop-road around Kyle

Extensive ROW acquisition (long alignment with no
existing ROW)

‘Allows through traffic to travel around downtown
Kyle, improving conditions and reducing congestion

for local travelers

Potential impact to existing residencies and
neighborhoods

Reduced impact on existing neighborhoods and

residences (compared to Corridor C)

Hilly terrain, requires extensive excavation

Close proximity to historic ranches

OPTION 1:

NORTHERN ALIGNMENT.

OPTION 2:
SOUTHERN ALIGNMENT.

KOHLERS CROSSING
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N
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FM 150 WEST ALIGNMENT STUDY
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NEXT STEPS

« The project team will review and evaluate comments and feedback
received tonight and through October 3.

 The project team will narrow the corridors and alignments and recommend
a preferred alignment.

« Evaluation Criteria:
— Construction costs
— Direct property impacts
— Indirect property impacts
— Accommodates existing travel patterns/demands
— Accommodates future travel patterns/demands
— Improves railroad crossing
— Natural environment impacts
— Bicycle and pedestrian mobility/accommodations
— Constructability

 The recommendation will be made at a public workshop in the summer of
2015.




Track Study Progress

For Project Information
Arin Gray
Public Information Consultant
512-533-9100 Ext. 12
info@improvefm150.com

Email updates: Email info@improvefm150.com with
‘Email Updates’ in the subject line.

Project Website: www.improvefm150.com
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